CHARLTON’S CHARITY (IRELAND). 



RETURN to an Order of the Honourable The House of Commons, 
dated 26 June 1 873 ; — -for, 

RETURN “ in the Matter of Thomas Charlton’s Charity, showing 

1. The Local Situation, Extent, Tenure, and Yearly Value of the Estates 

devised for the Purposes of the Charity ; 

2. The Net Annual Amount available for the Purposes of the Charity ; 

the Yearly Amount actually applied for the Purposes of the 
Charity, on the Average of the Five Years ending the 31st 
day of December 1872 ; the Total present Amount of Unapplied 
Moneys belonging to the Charity ; 

3. The Objects of the Charity, as set forth in the Will of the Founder ; 

the Qualifications entitling Persons to become Recipients of the 
Charity ; the Amount Payable to each Recipient of the Charity ; 

4. The Number of Persons who have Applied for the Benefits of the 

Charity in each Year, from the 1st clay of January 1868 to the 
31st day of December 1872 ; and the Number of Applications 
Granted in each of those Years ; 

5. The Alterations made by the Irish Court of Chancery in consequence 

of the Difficulties experienced in attempting the exact Fulfilment of 
the Instructions laid down in the Founder’s Will, in the Conditions 
of Eligibility for Persons desiring to benefit by the Charity.” 



Pursuant to the directions of Jeremiah John Murphy, Esquire, one of the 
Masters in Ordinary of the High Court of Chancery in Ireland, the following 
Return is made to the above Order of the House of Commons 



The late Thomas Charleton, of Curratown, near Navan, in the county of 
Meath, Esquire, being seized in fee of the town and lands of Curratown, situate 
in the county of Meath, and also of the town and lands of Moat-Farrell (subject 
to a fee-farm rent payable thereout), situate in the county of Longford, by his 
Will, bearing date the Twenty-eighth day of August One thousand Seven 
hundred and Ninety-two, bequeathed the annual rent of his estate of Curratown 
for ever, and the annual profit for ever also of his Moat Lease near Edgeworths- 
town in the county of Longford, and what personal effects lie might die possessed 
of, as a Marriage Portion Fund of Six pounds Sixteen shillings and Six pence 
of the late currency of Ireland, equal to Six pounds Six shillings present 
currency, to any day labourer’s son of said or other adjacent counties, in case 
no residents were to be found in the said counties of Meath and Longford, being 
such before and at the time of marriage from Fifteen to Thirty years of age, 
who should marry, with consent of her parents, any day labourers daughter 
of such counties, from Fifteen to Forty years of age, producing a certificate of 
sucli marriage, solemnised in presence of and signed by the minister and 
churchwardens of the parish said girl lives m, to their personal knowledge 01 

best information of reputable neighbours to the said girls parents: Piovided 

that no day labourer's family should have move than one 
by the fund until all such day labourers’ families m said counties of Meath and 
Longford should be first once served. The ^id Thomas Charleton died mtte 
month of December One thousand Seven hundred and Ninety-two, and his 
said Will was duly confirmed and established by an Ac ‘ i°f _F ewer ThMy 
in the Fortieth year of the reign of King George the Third, Chapter thirty 
five in pursuance of which the said funds were for some years distributed, . but 
abuses having^risen Tn the management thereof, an Ration was filed l in 
Hip Hi<rh Court of Chancery in Ireland in tbe month of March One thousand 
Eight hundred and Thirty-four^ for the purpose of having a receiver appointed, 
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RETURN RELATING TO 



and said property and funds duly administered under the order and directions 
of said Court, since which time, after payment of all the duly qualified claimants 
who appeared in said counties of Meath and Longford, there has been a con- 
siderable accumulation of said funds ; and the cause having- been set down to 
be heard before the Right Honourable the then Lord liigh Chancellor of 
Ireland for further directions as to the distribution and future management of 
the said surplus and accruing funds, having regard to the Will and Act of 
Parliament, and the Report of Master Murphy, dated Tenth July One thousand 
Eight hundred and Fifty-five, his Lordship, by his Decretal Order of the Eighth 
day of November One thousand Eight hundred and Fifty-five, was pleased to 
order that, until further order, the Bounty or Marriage Portion Fund of .Six 
pounds Six shillings, after providing for all duly qualified claimants in the said 
counties of Meath and Longford, should be extended to male claimants, sons of 
resident day labourers of the counties of Cavan, Monaghan, Louth, Dublin, 
Kildare, King’s County and Westmeath, as being adjacent to the said county of 
Meath, and to the counties of Cavan, Westmeath, Roscommon, and Leitrim, as 
being adjacent to the county of Longford, who should intermarry with the 
daughters of resident day labourers of the said counties of Meath and Longford, 
subject to the restrictions of the said Will and Act of Parliament; and his 
Lordship was also pleased to approve of an amended form of certificate (and 
which is set out in said Decree), to be used in the future distribution and 
management of sdd charitable funds, and to order that a notice embodying 
extracts of the Will of the said Testator, and also of the Act of Parliament and 
of said Decree, should be printed and circulated in the counties to which said 
bounty is extended, and also inserted in the newspapers published in said 
counti ss, in pursuance of which direction notices are accordingly given. 

The lands of Curratown, now called Curraghtown, are situate in the barony 
of Lower Duleek and county of Meath; contain Three hundred and Fifty-one 
acres three roods and Ten perches, statute measure, held in foe: the yearly 
rental is Two hundred and Forty-three pounds Five shillings and Five pence, 
subject to quit rent amounting to Three pounds and Six pence per annum. 

1. The lands of Moat Lease, otherwise Moat Farrell, are situate in the 
barony of Granard and county of Longford ; contain Seven hundred and Sixty- 
nine acres Two roods and Twenty-nine perches, statute measure, held in fee 
farm; the yearly rental is Five hundred and Sixty-six pounds Fourteen shill inns 
and Ten pence, subject to a fee farm rent of Eighty-three pounds tine shilling 

One S shilW Ce and nd Six “ sum , or >’ eiirI y »t of Eighty-three pound! 

and ®‘ x P en f « the end of every Twenty-one years, of which 
payments of said additional sum or rent the last was made up to Twenty-fifth 
March One thousand Eight hundred and Sixty-one. 7 

' the 4116 ‘'“m and profits of said Iamis ^'liable for 

P „ P . the . ChalI ty being variable, according to the amount of taxation 
^ “ d “tt—Se of the tafi™ 

Four hundred an d ?. ? Eight hundred and Seventy-three, amounts to 

per annum d Twent P- ei S ht P ounds Seventeen shillings and Eleven pence 

appUed for the eposes of the Charity, on the 
htSed Id' SeventvTl 6 w 1 " S n the , Thi ? 3 '-? rSt Dece mher One thousand Eight 
pence but no mnnpZ: ’ Wab ? n f lun ^ re ^ and Thirty-three pounds and Four 

One thousand EiehThimT t0 the P ur P oses of the Charity for the year 

in forZt^SL ^ tee! reiSw ^ ° f aU dairaa 

certificates’ havine been inform 1 ed > P 1InpI P all 7 ln consequence of the necessary 
many as “Iso ™ 

atthemm^iageoftherespective^Wmantr 11 ’ ha ™S been P resp nt 
Four m0ner J S ““iging *° the Charity is Five thousand 

meat shilIi ”S s “ d Four pence. Govern., 

three pounds Fifteen shilling mATT ^ thousa ” d Three hundred and Thirty- 
of the 1 AccoSnZr&Sg S taK - ' T “§ in ^oks 
the matter entitled in the books of °. f , C b“oery, Ireland, to the credit of 
Honourable “ The “g* 

Charleton and others asdnst the rn a „ a S™ of tde EeTe rend James Wolfe 
Charleton, deceased.” This fund if *■ P mstef rt of the estates of Thomas 
™ lund ’ “ >oquired over and above the yearly rents of 

the 
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CHARLTON’S CHARITY (IRELAND). 3 

the landed property to meet the claims of proper applicants for the marriage 
portions, could be called upon and applied in payment of such marriage portions. 

3. Testator “ left the annual rent of his estate of Curratown, now called and 
“known as Curraghtown, in the county of Meath, for ever, and the annual 
“ profit for ever also of Moat Lease, near Edgeworthstown, in the county of 
“ Longford, and what personal effects he might die possessed of, as a Marriage 
“ Portion Fund of Six pounds Sixteen shillings and Six pence (late Irish cur- 
“ rency), to any day labourer’s son, of said or other adjacent counties, in case 
“ no residents were to be found in said counties of Meath or Longford, being 
“ such before and at the time of marriage from Sixteen to Thirty years of age, 
“ who should marry, with consent of her parents, any day labourer’s daughter 
“ of said counties, from Fifteen to Forty years of age, producing a certificate 
“ of such marriage, solemnised in the presence of and signed by the minister 
“and churchwardens of the parish where said girl lives, to their personal 
“ knowledge, or best information of respectable neighbours to the said girl’s 
“ parents.” 

The qualifications entitling persons to become recipients of the Charity are, 
that of being sons and daughters of day labourers, being such before and at the 
time of the marriage, such sons to be from Fifteen to Thirty years of age, and 
such daughters to be from Fifteen to Forty years of age, the production of a 
certificate of marriage, solemnised in the presence of and signed by the minister 
and churchwardens of the parish where the girl lives, as before quoted from 
Testator’s Will. The amount payable'to each recipient in present currency is 
Six pounds Six shillings. 

4. The numbers of persons who have applied for the benefits of the Charity 
in each year, from the First day of January One thousand Eight hundred and 
Sixty- eight to Thirty-first day of December One thousand Eight hundred and 
Seventy-two, are as follows : — 



Yeah. ! 


Number of Applicants. 


Number of Applications granted. 


Mouth. 


Longford. 


Meatli. 


1 Longford. 


1808 - 


30 


32 


24 


13 


1800 - 


13 


36 


7 


22 


1870 - 


22 


24 


IS 


12 


1871 


21 


10 


4 


6 


1873 - 


9 


18 


1 





5. The alterations made by the Irish Court of Chancery in the conditions of 
eligibility for persons desiring to benefit by the Charity were, “ to admit sons of 
resident day labourers of the counties of Cavan, Monaghan, Louth, Dublin, 
Kildare, King’s County, and Westmeath, as being adjacent to the said county 
of Meath, to the benefit of said Charity, and to admit sons of resident day 
labourers of the said counties of Cavan, Westmeath, Roscommon, and Leitrim, 
as being adjacent to the county of Longford, in like manner to the benefit of 
said Charity, which, in fact, was by the Will of said Thomas Charleton, the 
Testator, provided for.” 

Dated this 15th day of January 1874. 

Allan Nesbitt , 

General Solicitor of the Court of Chancery for Minors 
and Lunatics, Solicitor for the Relators in the Cause of 
“ The Attorney General against Charleton.” 

27, Herbert-place, Dublin. 

I believe the above Statement and Return to be correct. 

J. J. Murphy , 

Master in Chancery. 



* 9 * 
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{Mr. John Martin.) 
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